aH my in” vanuary Loe 


NEWSLETTER 


NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, January 26, 1982 = 7:30 p.m. 


PLACE: The Hutchinson House (High/Scope) 


at the corner of 
North River and East Forest 


SPEAKER : Henry (Hank) Prebys, Director of Design & Install- 
ations for the Edison Insti- 
tute (Greenfield Village and 
the Henry Ford Museum) 


PROGRAM: Hank Prebys is already a familiar face to many 
Heritage Foundation members, for he has been 
attending meetings for some time now and is one 
of our newest members. A veteran of the Navy and 
a graduate of Indiana University, he is a special- 
ist in the 19th Century (in which case where else 
in the area should he want to live but Ypsilanti?). 
He is particularly interested in the furniture of 
the period, and we hope that in the future we can 
tap him again for a talk on that subject. For 
this occasion, however, we thought it would be 
most fascinating to hear directly from an insider 
at Greenfield Village and the Henry Ford Museum 
about the changes in the works there. He will 
present an informal program, with slides, about 
these changes-in-progress and will inelude his own 
personal point of view on the subject. Since he 
expects his program to last only about forty min- 
utes, there will be ample time for questions. We 
look forward to this opportunity to learn more 
about this important resource so near Ypsilanti. 
Please spread the word among those you meet - urge 
them to join us. 


Christine Blinn is still our Refreshments Hostess, 
so be assured that you will not be turned out into 
the cold without hot coffee or tea and some 
luscious goodies. 


PUBLIC MEETING ON TOWNER HOUSE - February 9 


The Historic District Commission has scheduled, 
as required by law, a public. meeting on the 
proposed demolition of the Towner House at 

303 North Huron. Citizens will find a formal 
notice of the meeting announced in the local 


press. Anyone interested in expressing his 
or her views on the subject should plan to 
attend: 


Tuesday, February 9 
7:00 p.m. 
City Hall, Michigan Ave. entrance 


The following is the first of five descriptions of architectural 
styles commonly found in Ypsilanti. They are from @ primer of 
historic architecture developed by Jerry Fouchey and Jane Bird for 
the Ypsilanti Public Schools Local History Project. 
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GREEK REVIVAL - 1820-1860 


Typical features: Low triangular pediments framed in heavy molding 
Columns and pilasters topped with capitals 
Returned cornices 
Attic story windows 
Doors framed with transoms and sidelights 


Formal arrangement of doors and windows 


The Greek Revival style of architecture was a 

revival (a bringing back) of the design of the 

ancient Greek temples. During the early years 

of our country, when some people got rich e- err 

nough to build something better than log cabins, ———S 

the Greek Revival style became very popular in ee 

both simple and elegant versions. The Ameri- 

can people admired very much the democratic i-~ ere, 

deals of ancient Greece. In the early 1800s — 
the Greek people fought a war for independence = 
which reminded many Americans of our own Revo- 
lutionary War. Our city is named after Demetrius 
Ypsilanti, who was the hero of that Greek war for 
independence. 


Pilaster (a column fiat 
against the building) 
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News from the FOUNDATION BOARD: 


New Board members elected at the November general 
membership meeting are: lis Knibbe 
David Davis 


New officers elected at the December Board meeting 
are: Jack Harris, President 
Bill Nickels, Vice-President 


Nathalie Edmunds resigned from the Board early in 
January. Our sincerest thanks to her for her long 
service to the Foundation. 


Current Board members are: Jane Bird 482-8989 
Dave Davis 482-2393 
Oscar Haab inactive 
Jack Harris 485-2155 
Lis Knibbe 4835-6653 


Billi Nickels 483-8896 
_ Don Randazzo 482-6144 
Bruce Ranikin 995-2516 
dane Van Bolt 483-6972 
Mary Warner 482-8217 
Richard Wood 483-8005 


A BEAUTY SECRET? 


It may be none of your editor's business, but have you seen the tiny 
ladies' lingerie and accessories shop that has opened on North Huron 
just south of Detroit Edison? Called A Beauty Secret, the business 
opened last June. The owmers, Christina Cantu & Marianne Szalege, 
also have a Hair Studio on the lower level, where women AND men can 
get personalized service in haircutting. Even if you have nothing 
in mind to buy, just step inside to see not only the quality of the 
merchandise but also the delightfully imaginative atmosphere these 
two people have created: a terrazzo floor rescued from layers of 
carpeting, fresh paint everywhere - even to the electrical outlets - 
in the most charming combinations of rainbow colors, ribbons and 
mirrors and colorful fabrics, all employed with such originality! 
SHAS ON YOU, if you only shop in the Halls and the Marts. 

A Beauty Secret is open Mon. thru Fri. 10:00-5:00, Sat. 10:00-2:00. 
(P.S. - the building itself, owned by Mr. Oscar Haab (who has been 
"most supportive" of the tenants) is itself worth study: tiled roof, 
decorative brackets, and imaginative brickwork. Give these girls 
your business and watch for a facade face-lift in the spring! 


Foundation BOARD MEMBERS please 


note: 


WELCOME to these New Members! 


Grace Sweeney & Pete Murdock 
504 North River 


Claudia Fletcher 
1965 West Michigan 


Yaren Herche 
817 West Liberty 
Ann Arbor 


Because of conflicts, 

the next Board meeting 
will be Wednesday, Feb. 10 
at Birds', 


Mark your calendar now! 


Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation NEWSLETTER We invite 
Editor: Jack Harris, 510 Pearl, 485-2155 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


1982 Ypsilanti YESTERYEAR HERITAGE PESTIVAL !! 
The Chamber of Commerce reports that the General Committee of the 
Festival will begin meeting on a weekly basis in about two weeks. 


Meetings are OPEN and you are encouraged to attend the Friday after- 
noon sessions. Call 482-4920 for further information. 


SS SAH hee Rr 


The threat of arson is always with us, and it is an especial concern 
of those who care about old buildings. The Eeonomics Building, the 
oldest building on the University of Michigan campus, is the most 
recent local victim of this fastest-growing crime in America. For 
an excellent discussion on the subject, see the lead article in the 
March/April 1981 issue of HISTORIC PRESERVATION, available from the 
Foundation library (482-8989). Included is a brief outline of sug¢g- 
estions on "How to Fight Arson", which includes addresses for sources 
of further information. 
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NHTSTORIC YPSILANTI" 
license plates ...... 


NOTEWORTHY IMPROVEMENTS : 


In the face of a genuine full-scale 
recession, Depot Town continues to 
accelerate the pace of its improve- 
ments. Note, for example, the new 
pizzeria in the old Weber Drug 
location. Karl and Paula Palen are 
veterans in the pizza business, & 
don't expect anything but success. 
Right now the business will be take- 
out only, but they ultimately hope 
to have up-front tables. What a 
popular place that could become! 


Note, also, the face-lift in the 
works at B & D Plambing at the Cross 
Street bridge. Forbes' Cleaners, 
returning to Depot Town after a ten- 
year absence, are opening in the 
building - one more convenience for 
the locals! New signage is in the 
works and, in fact, a face-lift for 
the entire front is in progress. 
Although itself not an historic 
building, every improvement that 
coordinates with the historic 
character of the entire Historic 
District increases our sense of 
community pride. 


as well as reproduction 
photographs of historic 
Ypsilanti buildings, 
Ypsilanti T-shirts, and 
other good gift items 
are still available at 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
11 North Adams. Please 
spread the word about 
the availability of the 
license plates in parti- 
cular, because they are 
such @ handsome way to 
say that we're proud to 
live in Ypsilanti! 


Have you noticed a general improve- 
ment on South Huron as you approach 
the downtown area from the south? 
The entire streetscape continues to 
improve in appearance because of the 
work of a number of property owners. 
Note, in particular, 114 S. Huron - 
("when comes such another?" as 

Mark Anthony said of Caesar) - an 
entire facade renovation. 


DUES are due it! 


MARCH 1982 


NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1982 > 
PLACE: eee The Hutchinson House (High/Scope) 
bet ws at the eorner of . ; 
‘North River and East Forest 


SPEAKER : Mr. Tom Durant 


PROGRAM: - "Regouing the Old Library" 


Mr. Durant, contractor for the restoration of 
01d Town Hall, will present a show~and-tell 
program - slides and discussion - of the 
restoration and renovation of the old library 
(Sesquicentennial Hall) which he purchased 
from the City several years ago. Once the 
home of Mary Ann Starkweather, Ypsilanti's 
best known benefactress, this majestic Ital- 
inate building at the foot of Washtenaw along 
North Huron Street had been vacant for many 
years, after having served the community in 
many capacities, including library and offices 
for the Greek Theatre and the sesquicentennial 
celebration. Both physically and spiritually, 
it stands at the center of Ypsilanti's history. 


Don't miss this opportunity to hear and see, 
first hand, the story of how this important 
building came alive again, from the first 
urgent repairs to the present leasing of the 
office space that is now underway. 


REFRESHMENTS provided, of course! 


NEW MEMBERS: 

Membership continues to grow. -If you are uncertain as to 
whether you are paid. up for this year, please call either 
Mary Warner (482-8217) or Jack Harris (485-2155). We are 
delighted to WELCOME these new paid up members: 


Dale & Sandy Hooker Tom Durant Scott Kunst 
836 N. Mansfield 10 Clubview 318 KN. Park 


ptions of architectural 

_ styles commonly found in Ypsilanti. They are from a’ primer of 
historic architecture developed by Jerry Fouchey and Jane Bird for 
‘the Ypsilanti Public Schools Local History Projects.” eae 


The following is the second of five deseri 


* . Cuteoitt wood trim 
(Gingerbread) 


etal, pointed gable 
Lancet (pointed) arches 


cpTall, narrow windows © 
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GOTHIC REVIVAL - 1830-1875 © 
Typical features: Tall, pointed gables _ & Trefoil 
Tall, narrow. windows | Quatrefoil 
‘Lancet (pointed) arches 


‘Cut-out wood trim (Gingerbread), 
especially in the gables 


The Gothic Revival style of architecture was meant to bring back (to revive) 
the magnificent. Gothic style used on many buildings in medieval Europe. Maybe 
you have seen pictures of Gothic cathedrals like Notre-Dame in Paris, France. 
These structures were built very tall, with many pointed gables and tall narrow 
windows which were sometimes topped with a lancet (pointed) arch. There was 
often a lot of decorative woodwork cut-out in medieval designs such as trefoils 


. and quatrefoils. 
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The Ypsilanti Community History Project continues its efforts . 
to enrich social studies instruction in the public schools with 
local history sources. Project Facilitator and Heritage Founda- 

tion member, Jerry Fouchey, is conducting historic walking tours 
with students from Ardis and Chapelle Elementary Schools. These 
tours are preceded by instruction on historic preservation. and 
styles of architecture in Ypsilanti using materials developed © 
with the help of Jane Bird and the Foundation Calendar pictures. 
Fara aaa is, hopefully, developing the preservationists of 


_ Heritage Foundation offers a New Service _ = REHAB REFERRAL is 

HELP !! We all need it sometimes and can give it at other times. The 
new Foundation REHAB REFZRRAL is a-way for us to help cach other as 
we repair, rehab and restore our structures, historic or otherwise - 
to help those who need assistance find those who can give it. 


The REFERRAL will include a list of contractors and tradespeople who 
have successfully completed work on buildings in Ypsilanti. The list 
will be made up of names provided by you. By filling out a RETERRAL 
card and returning it, you will help others find the local profession- 
als who are sensitive to the special needs of historic buildings and 
whose level of workmanshiv is high on whatever project they undertake. 


The R&FERRAL will also include a list of do- -it-yourselfers who. have 
solved some of the often perplexing problems we all encounter as we 
work. If you have successfully tackled a problem and are willing to 
share your experience, please fill out the REFERRAL card and return it 
at the next meeting or mail it to 301 N. Washington. 


When you need a contractor, some helvful advice, or have. 
information to share, contact the REHAB REFERRAL by 
calling Lis Knibbe at 483~6654 in the evenings and 
on weelonds, If we have the information , 
you need we'll be havpy to share it. 


REHAB Rese aRAL 


Your Name _ : 7 eae ay eS RS 
Address ___ - 2hone 


rm ee ere ee ee ee a ee eee, Nee errata = ee ee en ere 


Cut out this 
ecard and mail 
to: 
Lie Knibbe 
301 N. Vashington 
Ypsilanti, Wi. | 
- 48197 


Type of work 
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Name of Contractor or Tradesperson (Yourself?) 


Would you use this verson again? Yes No 
Comments: 
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Are you willing to be contacted by a vrospective 
user concerning your experience?_ Yes.._—_—Cs No 
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HOME TOUR PLANS UNDERWAY 


Plenning for the 1982 Annual Historic Home Tour, 
sponsored by the Foundation, got underway last 
month. Hembers of the committee are Jane Bird, 
chair, Bill Nickels, Jack Harris, Mary Warner, 

- Don Randazzo, Hank Prebys, Joe Mattimoe, Bill 
Fennel, Jane Van Bolt, and Mary Hudsneath, re- 
presentative from Preservation Eastern. Chief 
guides are already committed and buildings are 
being selected. It is already certain that a 
new area of this ancient borough will be well 
represented this year! ‘latch for details in 
the May Newsletter. If you are interested in’ 

. serving on this important event, please call 

dane Bird at 482-8989. 
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MARIGOLD SALE CHAIRMEN MAIR PLANS: 


Fe re te SE RES ES IN s 


\ Dick Warner and Bill Fennel, Co-Chairmen of the Third 
~ amy sos Annual Marigold Sale, sponsored by the Foundation, 
 Stehetes have set the date for the sale as Saturday, May 15. 
an gs WOON As in the past, plants will be top quality and prices 
yrs AKA 7” will be competitive-reasonable. This is a chance to 
; Sereda support the Foundation and beautify Ypsilanti in one 
~~~" fell swoop. Remind your neighbors to vut the date on 
their calendars and get ready for the Big Sale on the green on the 
north side of Old Town Hall, at the corner of N. Huron and Cross. 
Work volunteers call Dick (482-8217) or Bill (482-1071). And DON'T 
FORGET THAT DATE !tt. ms aa: 
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COMING ATMRACTION at the May 25 meeting - a New Byent for the Foundation! 
BUFFET POT LUCK SUPPER 
at the Ladies Literary Club 
- 6:30 p.m. 
followed by the annual presentation of 
ss HEISTORTC STRUCTURE MARKERS | 
Anyone wishing to attend, member or non-member, call Chris Blinn, 483-3512 


This should prove to be a very UP social event for Ypsilanti! Be 
sure to join us ... let's see, will the lilacs be in bloom, the 
tulips, the daffodils ...°-? Whoopeee!! Let it come on!!! 
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RECENT HISTORIC DISTRICT DECISIONS OF NOTE: 


1. Delay of decision on demolition permit for the Tower House, 303 He Huron, 
at the request of the owner. The Commission is now scheduled to act upon the 
permit at its May 4 meeting. - 


2. Although an original design for awnings on the front of Aubree's (Alibi) 
was rejected by the Commission as 'inappropriate', a second plan, recommended 
_to the owners by Carolyn licKeever, was unanimously approved. Note how the 
lines of the canopy over the door reflect the shape of the lintels over the 
upper windows. The present design seems an integral part of the structure 

and the colors are perfect. The owners are delighted, especially since they 
have found the earliest know photograph of the building sporting very similar 
stripped awnings! . Congratulations, Aubree's!! 


3. At the Edison Company on North Huron Street, the Building Inspection 
Department stopped installation of an exterior storm-window facade, a project 
underway without a permit. When a permit for the work did reach the Commis-~ 
sion, discussion with representatives of Edison ~ who were very cooperative - 
led to installation of the storms on the inside of the original windows, thus 
preserving the integrity of this important historic business facade. 


4. The Commission approved the permit for a sign over Forbes Cleaners in the 
B&D Plambing building just east of the Cross Street bridge. Also approved 
were new (appropriate) doors. A general facade improvement for that etruc- 
ture is underway. ; 


5. Commission denial of the proposed aluminum-and-plastic, lighted-from- 
within, sign for H & R Block at Michigan and Washington has resulted in the 
simple, white block letters you see there now. 


HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION NOW INCLUDES 
TRAINED ARCHITECT j 


Lis Knibbe, 301 N. Washington, recently 
appointed as the seventh member of the 
Historic District Commission, has master's 
degrees in both architecture and urban plan- 
ning. She has also had 3+ years of experi- 
ence with a wide range of preservation pro- 
blems in both architecture and planning. 

She is currently employed at Preservation 
Urban Design, Ine. in Ann Arbor. This kind 
of expertise usually comes only to a comm- 
nity rich enough to hire such services; the 
Commission members, however, serve without | 
pay. Lis, as a home owner in the Historic 
District, cares about Ypsilanti. Her in- 
terest in the Commission was manifested in 
her regular attendance at Commission meet- 
ings for several months before the recent 
approval by City Council of her recommenda- 
tion by. Mayor Goodman. 


NEW CITY MANAGER ! 


As everyone knows by now, 
Ypsilanti's new City 


“Manager HAS ARRIVED ! 


Welcome, Van Whaler and 
family ~ we hope you find 
this town to your liking! 


RIVERSIDE PARK 

Lighted walkways in River- 
side Park for nighttime 
strolling? That's just 
one of the projected im- 


| provements scheduled to 


be installed by early 
summer in the park. This 
is just the beginning of 
a more than. 200,000 
grant program to improve 


this important resource, 


Members Omer and Elsie Robbins, returned to Michigan after a trial 
residency in Rhode Island, report that they have built a brick 
salt box house east of Manchester at 8200 Ernst Road. They love - 
the house and we love having them back! 


NATIONAL TRUST ANNOUNCES MAJOR CUTBACKS AND CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
ADMINISTRATION HISTORIC PRESERVATION POLICIES: 


It is of great importance to preservationists in Ypsilanti as else- 
where to know that at a December 17, 1981 meeting Secretary of the 
Interior James Watt told Trust management there would be zero funding 
for the National Trust and the states' historic preservation programs 
which support National Register of Historic Places. LEspecially since 
preservation has proven itself? to be a practical solution to problems 
of unemployment, poor housing, energy conservation, blighted and 
depressed inner-cities and small towns, the Trust has decided to 
jaunch an aggressive campaign against current preservation policies 
of the Administration, particularly the Department of the Interior. 


“The Historic Preservation Fund was established by Congress in 1976 

with income from fees charged for off-shore oil leases. The Fund pro- 
vides matching grants to the National Trust, and to all 50 states and 
U.S. territories to survey districts, buildings and sites for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places, as well as to educate and 
inform the public. Where the income from these oil lease fees would 

go in the future, if indeed collected, is uncertain. Ironically, 

Mr. Watt is in trouble with Congress for using government money to 
throw two Christmas receptions at historic Arlington House in Arlington 
National Cemetery! "Having your cake ... " 
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QUILT STORAGE 
Q. Please tell me how I should store a 
lovely old family quilt that was recently 
given to me by my grandmother. This quilt 
has never been laundered and really 
doesn't need it. It is about 60 years old and 
in excellent condition. Mrs. G.B. Hattie 


Time to be thinking about this 
year's FESTIVAL !! 


Anyone interested in working 
on any phase of Festival acti- 
vities, call Nat Edmunds at 
482~5218 or drop in at any or 
all of the weekly Festival 
meetings on Fridays at 3:30 

at the Chamber of Commerce, 

11 North Adams. Your ideas & 
enthusiasm are needed !! 


A. Storing quilts is actually very simple.’ 
Fold it loosely, using tissue (acid-free) or 

rolled pieces of old sheets or pillow cases 

along the folds, then wrap the quilt in 

either a clean sheet or large pillowcase. 

Never place quilts in plastic bags, which 

trap moisture. Moreover, refold the quilt 

every few months, thus keeping the fabric 

from splitting along the creases. Store it in 

a dark, dry place—away from sunlight. An 
effective method to repel insects in the 

storage area is to include moth flakes, as 

long as they do not touch the fabric. 


-.- from Colonial Homes 


A core of interested and concerned people are meeting to discuss new 
uses for the Towner House, particularly the proposal offered by the 
racy ale Society for the establishment of a childrens' museum in 
‘the house. 


Interested in offering your ideas and help? Call either 
Bili Edmunds 482-5218 


or 
Jerry Fouchey 482-1998 


MAY 1982 


NEWSLETTER 


NEAT MEETING: Tuesday, May 25, 1982 - §:30 p.m. 

PLACE: LADIES' LITERARY CLUB, 218 North Washington 
NEW EVENT: ist Annual Awards Banquet - Pot Luck Style 
PROGRAM: Historic Structure Marker Awards 


Are you ready for something NEW in this old organization? Our program 
chairperson, Christine Blinn, has designed and organized just that - 
a pot luck dinner for the May meeting at which Historic Structure 
markers are traditionally awarded. In the past our program for this 
meeting has included a speaker. In the spirit of informality and cele- 
bration, we have dispensed with that part of the program. To add to 
the sense of accasion, we have rented the Ladies' Literary Club, pro- 
bably the most elegant place in Ypsilanti to hold such a banquet. 


The membership list will be used to call and arrange for a variety of 
dishes, If for any reason you have not been called - WHETHER YOU ARE A 
MEMBER OR NOT - and you wish to attend this special event, simply give 
Christine a call at 483~3512. 


Remember, dinner at 6:30 = a social gathering where everyone can 
exchange views about what's happening right now in our town. Join us ! 


Marker recipients are NOT, of course, expected to 
bring a dish, since they are our guests ! 
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The owners of the following buildings will be awarded 
Historic Structure Markers and will be our very special 
GUESTS OF HONOR: 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Durant The Ladies’ Library, 130 North Huron 
John Talbot Becker-Stachlewitz House, 601 West Forest 


Mr. Richard Hergott 305 Maple 

Joe Mattimoe and Hank Prebys 301 North Grove 

Mr. Jerry Elmer Centennial Center, 124 Pearl 
John and Jane Van Bolt 410 North Huron 
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ITALIANATE - 1840-1885 


Typical features: Cupola or square observatory often on the roof 
Deep, overhanging eaves 
Ornate brackets, sometimes in pairs 


Tall, slender windows, often rounded at the top 
and sometimes capped with ornate hoods 


The Italianate style of architecture was designed to look Like country houses 


in Italy. Roofs are sometimes flat or low-pitched and hipped, sometimes gabled, 


but always with deep overhanging eaves. These deep overhanging eaves are sup- 


ported by prominent brackets which sometimes come in pairs. Often there is a 


cupola or observatory atop the roof. Windows are tall and slender, often with 


rounded tops and sometimes capped with ornate hoods. Italianate houses some- 


times have tall, square towers and are then called Italian Villa style. 


Kevin . McDonow a 
Eastern Michi igan 


Devslopment airmen’ 
ment,: recenti attended 


. The! conference, 
spe sored by. the 
pare Park. Setvice 
National Trust 
he phase Preser- 
vation; was held. to -ex- 
lain... newly-created 
ial incentives. for 

the restoration of historic 


WELCOME to these new members: 


Marie Schlesinger 
712 Pearl 


Luanne and Howard Booth 
7 North Normal 


John Van Bolt, attorney for both the 
Heritage Foundation and the Historic 
District Commission, and Jane Bird 
attended the recent meeting of the 
Michigan Historic District Network 
at Greenmead Historical Village in 
Livonia. 


sOMPANY'S COMINGI!! an-up and Beautification Underway: 


‘Flossie Bennett has spearheaded a drive to clean up this much used and 
abused old town. The Mayor's Beautification Committee, headed by Flossie 
and manned by the Council on Aging, has work well underway to spruce 
things up. Planters have been placed in the downtown area and already 
they are planted with Foundation marigolds, thanks to this determined 
group of senior citizens. Thanks, folks! Now, everybody help!! 


IT'S AMAZING WHAT ONE CAN 
ACCOMPLISH WHEN ONE DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT ONE CAN‘T DO 


OPIE! DOGS 
CANT CLIMB 
TREES! 


Garfield 


©) 1982 United Feature Syndicate, tnc. 


TOWNER HOUSE Pro 


4 further thirty-day extension on the demolition permit was recently 
granted by the Historic District Commission. This was done at the request 
of the Presbyterian Church in order to give the Childrents Museum group 
more time to establish a time schedule for the repair and restoration of 
the building. Judy White, co-chair, feels assured that they will meet the 
deadline and that the museum project will 'fly'. 
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HERITAGE FOUNDATION Floats: 


Bill Nickels is in charge of 
our floats again this year, 
both for the July 4th parade 
and for Heritage Festival. 
Call Bill at 483-8896 if you 
have ideas or can offer help! 


As we go to press, Dick Warmer, 
co-chair, reports that approxi- 
mately 150 advance orders have 
been placed for marigolds, im- 


patiens and petunias. The Big 
Sale, Sat. May 15, should be a 
resounding success, thanks to 
Dick and Bill Fennel, co-chair, 
and all the volunteers! 


CONGRATULATIONS To Nat Bdmunds and 
dane bird !!f 


It's about time those two were given 
some sort of formal recognition. Nat, 
as you know, has just been awarded 

the Distinguished Service Award by 

the Ypsilanti Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Both Jane and Nat were among eleven 
women of the Ypsilanti area honored at 
a banquet at Hoyt Conference Center, 
May 7, as Ypsilanti's Leading Ladies. 
The event was engineered by Tom Dodd 
and Bonni Rosen-Fine and sponsored by 
the Ypsilanti Players. At least one 
hundred people attended this long- 
overdue event. Again, congratulations, 
ladies, for service and dedication, 


RAHAB RSFERRAL: 


This new service of the Foundation will be most 
useful only if we all continue to feed informa- 
tion into it. 


Fill out the form below for Lis Knibbe 
301 N. Washington 
483-6653 


REHAB REFERRAL 


Your Name 
Address 


Type of Work 


Name of Contractor or Tradesperson (Yourself?) 


ne 
Would you use this person again? 


Comments: 


Are you willing to be contacted by a prospective 
user concerning your experience? Yes No 


RIVERSIDE PARK: 


Work is underway to 
stabilize the bank, 
with improvements 

to the road, new 
lighting, and a small 
parking lot to come. 
Our own Bruce Rankin 
designed the project ! 


"Tgnorance is still 

the greatest enemy 

of preservation". 
».. Kent Barwick, 


Chairman, 
New York 


Landmarks 
Preservation 
Commission 


Hist. Pres. 
July/August 
1980 


ANNUAL HISTORIC HOME TOUR: 


A new area of town will be featured on this year's Heritage Foundation 
Historic Home Tour, with three houses of exceptional quality on the west 
side of town. This is an unfamiliar part of town for Festival visitors, 
and we are pleased to have it represented so splendidly on this year's 
Tour. All three homes will be easily seen in one stop, with a leisurely 
stroll around one of Ypsilanti's finest neighborhoods. Two other homes 
on the Tour can also be taken in with only one stop, as they are both on 
the near south side. The sixth. home, an Aree in a commercial 
building, is on Michigan Avenue. 


Variety and individuality will again be the keynote features on the Tour, 
which we think will offer Tour goers a fresh, iol and exciting image of 
Ypsilanti. 


With pleasure and pride, we announce this year's Homes: 


William & Karen Nickels 311 North Wallace 
James & Mary Baker 911 Pearl 

Robert & Shari Strauss 1124 Grant 

John & Valerie Sprentall 116 South Adams 
Kyle & Sheryl Andeer 217 Woodward 

Rob Fink 1034 West Michigan 


Sunday, August 29 
Noon to 5:00 p.m. 


$3.00 Adults 
$1.50 Children under 12 
$2.00 Senior Citizens 


Guides are needed - volunteers, 
please call Jane Bird, 482-8989 


YESTERYEAR HERITAGE FESTIVAL: 


Plans are well underway for this annual event. More units (floats, 
bands, antique vehicles, costumed marchers, ete.) are needed for the 
parade. If you wish to volunteer your services to any of the multitude 
of projects which make up the Festival program, call the Visitors and 
Convention Bureau, 482-4920, NOW ! 
Here are only some of dozens of exciting Festival events: 
The CIRCUS ! The HOME TOUR ! 
PIONEER VILLAGE ! STAGE ENTERTAINMENT ! 
PARADE, MUSIC, FOOD, DRINK, ARTS AND CRAFTS ! 
And that's only a sample of the fun ! 


NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, September 28, 1982 


PLACE: The Hutchinson House (High/Scope) aN Pi, 0 2 
at the corner of 
North River and East Forest 


SPEAKER: | Mr. William Nickels, Vice President of the Heritage 
Foundation 


PROGRAM: The Dodge Houses: Meadowbrook Hall and Rose Terrace 


Most of us know Bill Nickels as our most stalwart and 
reliable friend of preservation activities in Ypsi- 
lanti, the man most responsible for the Heritage 
Foundation parade floats, a mainstay of the Home Tour © 
committee, and a source of level-headed judgment when 
the chips are down. (And let us not forget that it 

was Bill who risked life and limb climbing onto the 
roof of the derelict Stachlewitz House to stop a huge, 
gaping hole at the corner of the tower into which 
buckets of rain had been pouring! Now that building 

is on the National Register and bears a marker from 

the Heritage Foundation.) 

Bill is also a faculty member, in the Chemistry Depart- 
ment, at Schoolcraft Community College. 

It may come 4s a surprise that Bill and his wife, Karen, 
are experts on the history and architecture of two great 
American mansions, the Dodge houses, Meadowbrook Hall 
and Rose Terrace. The history of the family and these 
two magnificent structures, one lost, the other still 
gloriously serving society, is fascinating - and Bill 
has been collecting slides for the past ten years which 
depict vividly that tragic and beautiful history. His 
emphasis will be upon Rose Terrace, bits of which are 
now scattered throughout the world. His illustrated 
talk will appeal to you whether you are a hard-nosed 
realist when it comes to preservation or, like your 
editor, a filthy Romanticist. Come! Bring a friend! 


1982 HOME TOUR A SUCCESS - Again this year, the annual Historic Home 

Tour went off smoothly. Sales were up 
again, and crowds from all over southeastern Michigan (as well as some 
from Ohio) seemed very pleased with the Tour. Remarks such as, "This 
is my first time on the Ypsilanti Home Tour, but I'll be sure to be 
back next year!" were heard at more than one house. Thanks to all 
those who made it such a success - the multitude of tour guides, the 
ticket sellers, the businesses which contributed to the printing of the 
brochure, the florists whose arrangements graced the homes on Tour, and 
the home owners themselves who, after months of work, opened their doors 
during Festival. Ypsilanti is a better place to live because of your 
generosity and dedication. Again, THANK YOU!! 


NOTEWORTHY IMPROVEMENTS! ! ! 


Come good times, bad times ... no matter, some folks still manage to take 


pride in their property. 


With all the grim reports and predictions that 


fill the papers these days, we would do well once in.a while to stop and_ 
notice the good things that are happening around us in Ypsilanti. 


For instance, HAVE YOU SHEN ... 


Serbay Motor Sales, 34 EB. Michigan, 
where work is in progress to expand 


the business and renovate the build- 
ing, using the brick and stone 

Art Moderne structures already there? 
With minimum expense they have gained 
maximum value from their present 
buildings. Congratulations, | . 
‘Mr. Serbay, on your opening of a new 
Buick dealership in Ypsilanti! 


The Glover House (Child & Famil 
service), 118 5. Washington, where 
renovation is underway on the elabo- 
rate front porches, all done to the | 
exacting specifications of the Mich=- 
igan History Division, thanks to 

both state and local grant funding? 
Go look, and see it happening! 


109 N. River, seemingly decayed to 
the point of no return? The big, 

old Italianate house has a new lease 
on life. Overgrown shubbery was 
cleared this summer, and the main 
roof and porch roof and chimmey were 
rebuilt. More good work is scheduled 
to follow. 


Prospect Park, where the fountain and 
the flowers are a treat? Fall is the 
perfect time to enjoy it! Kids will 
like the new play equipment. 


101 N. Summit, where there is a 
new picket fence out in front 
of the charming Greek Revival 
cottage? Thanks for one less 
prison-wall chain-link fence in 
Ypsilanti! 


216 N. Hamilton, where there is . 


a nice muted green and cream 
paint job, with brown shutters, 
setting off the house's beauty? 


fhe Mainstreet Saloon (formerly 
The Grainery), where there's a 
new paint job and new signage? 
Note particularly the sign over 
the front entrance, which shows 
individuality and good taste. 


330 Oak, where the asphalt siding 
is disappearing, to reveal sound 
old clapboard underneath? Owners 
Terry and Sandy Webster would be 
glad to talk to you about what an 
easy job it has been. 


Rich's Carpentry in the old 

Thompson Bldg on N. River, where 
an appropriate new sign sets an 
example for other businesses in 


that historic structure? 


aoe Century colors continue to blossom on the East Side. 326 Maple and 
. Cross are newly blue, while 402 E. Cross and 330 Oak are now pale 


yellow. 
108 and 323 Maple, and 406 Oak. 
works its way back to splendor, 


Summer paint jobs also spruced up the homes at 309 E. Cross, 
Keep your eye on 3135 E. Cross as it 
And notice, when you're headed east on 


Washtenaw, as you turn onto Emmet, the beautiful new paint colors on the 


corner house at your left. 


HOME ENERGY SAVINGS WORKSHOP 


Everything you wanted to know about 
home energy savings is your free at 
this meeting sponsored by the Historic 
Bast Side Association. Talk with pro- 


fessionals from at least eight energy- 


related businesses. Examine products 
and hear mini-lectures. Enjoy a 
coffee-and-questions hour. See you at 
Adams School multi-purpose room, on 
Thurs. Sept. 23, 7:00 p.m. Enter from 
the north parking lot, 


Sandy Knight, our new Chairperson-in- 


Charge-of-Refreshments, assures us that | 


HISTORIC EAST SIDE ASSO. is 


also offering Old-House 
Journal for $12 instead of 
$16 a year, new or renewed 
subscriptions. That's a 
deal, and if they sell just 
six more, they well be eli- 


gible for a $1000 grant 


drawing. Call Scott Kunst 
at 482-2188 (evenings) or 
994~2001 (days). 


| DUES are due !!!_ | 
' Prsasvrer: Marvy Warmer 


JRIPTAGE FOUNDATION Establishes $ 00 SCHOLARSHTP for HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
sTUDInS at BASTORN 


The Board of Directors of the Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation, in cooperation 
with the Department of Geography and Geology at Eastern Michigan University, 
has established a $500 scholarship to be granted annually to a student in 
the graduate historic preservation program. This student may be one who 
serves the city's Community Development Department as recorder-secretary to 
the Historic District Commission or one who makes a notable contribution to 
preservation in Ypsilanti. The Board found it a distinct pleasure to work 
with Marshall McLennan and Andrew Nazarro of the Department of Geography 
and Geology in planning this venture. It is hoped that the first scholar- 
ship will be awarded by Summer 1983. ; 


HERITAGS FOUNDATION INVESTS IN HOUSE HISTORY LEAFLET 


VAILABLE 


A technical leaflet entit- 
led "The History of a House: 
How to Trace It" is avail- 
able from the Foundation. 
Produced by the American 
Association for State and 


After seven years of hard work & frugality, 
during which time the Foundation's savings 
account gained little in interest, the 
Board of Directors has voted to invest in 
government funds, which, hopefully, will 
make our new scholarship program and other 


projects possible. While projects must 
remain small, a healthy interest income 
will help to give us a latitude in our 

operations not enjoyed before. Perhaps 
the scholarship fund will encourage new 
benefactors! At least we hope it will 

inspire more members to pay their dues! 


Local History, the 8-page 
bulletin explains how to 
find information on property 
and buildings. It will be 
available at the next meet- 
ing, or call Jack Harris at 
485-2155 for copies. 


FOUNDATION SENDS PAST PRESIDENT TO NATIONAL TRUST MEETING IN LOUISVILLE 


The Board of Directors voted unanimously to fund sending Jane Bird, past 
president and present board member, to the upcoming annual conference of 


the National Trust in Louisville, Kentucky. 


She will attend a series of 


meetings under the general title, "Historic Districts", and participate 
in a workshop for Landmark and Historic District Commissions. The Board 
felt that her service to the commmnity could only be enhanced by her 
attendance at such a conference. Unexpectedly, sending her has already 
produced positive results. Not wanting to attend alone, she has inspired 
at least four others to attend! The list now includes John Van Bolt, 
Jack Harris and Lis Knibbe, all Historic District Commission members. A 
call from our group has even inspired the staff director of Ann Arbor's 
Historic District Commission, Louisa Pieper, to attend. This is undoubt- 
edly the first time that Ypsilanti will have been so well represented at 
a National Trust meeting. Look for a report in the November issue of the 


NEWSLETTER! | 


SENATOR RIEGLE RESPONDS TO FOUNDATION PETITION: 


In response to a petition signed by thirty-eight people at the May meeting 
of the Foundation, Senator Don Riegle has sent a letter which emphasizes 
the importance to Ypsilanti of the State Historic Preservation Office and 
its professional staff as "essential to the development and ultimate 
success of local historic preservation projects". , 


In specific reference to the Reagan Administration's proposal to reduce or 
eliminate the 1983 appropriations for state preservation programs, Senator 
Riegle states: 
"In addition to the economic stimulus that historic preservation 
projects provide for local communities, I believe that preser~- 


vation of our historic and cultural resources is essential to 
our understanding of not only the past, but the present and the 
future as well. Historic preservation should not be curtailed 
in a short-sighted attempt to reduce federal budget deficits. 
The monetary gains of such a move would be minimal at best and 
the loss to our cultural heritage would be irreversible". 


Senator Riegle assures us that he will support efforts to maintain funding 
for the State Historic Preservation progran. 


REHAB REFERRAL: 


It is working! We are sharing our experiences with carpenters, handymen, 
masons, drywallers, window treatment specialists and furnace contractors 
through the Rehab Referral. Thank you all who have submitted referrals. 
You have helped your neighbors contact quality professionals to assist 
them with a variety of old house problems. The Historic East Side Asso- 
ciation, in its most recent newsletter, invited its members to participate 


in the Referral. 


We're off to a good start. To be most helpful the Referral's file must 
continue to expand. Let us know which contractors you have used and if 
you would refer your neighbors to them or recommend caution. For example, 
if you have worked with electricians, plumbers, painters, plasterers, 
floorsanders, or specialists who restore decorative plaster or do wood 
graining, share your experience by filling out the form below and giving 
it to Lis Knibbe at the next Foundation meeting or by mailing it to 

301 N. Washington, Ypsilanti. If you have questions about the Referral 
or are looking for a contractor, call Lis at 483-6653. 


REHAB REFERRAL 


Your Name 
Address 


Type of work 


Name of Contractor or Tradesperson (Yourself?) 


Would you use this person again? 
Comments: 


Yes No 


Are you willing to be contacted by a prospective 


user concerning your experience? 


A HINT ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY! 


Although it's painfully early to 
mention Christmas, members may be 
intrigued to kmow that the owners 
of one of the most elegant Gothic 
Revival houses on the east side 
have offered to host the party! 
Remember that you must be a paid- 
up member to receive an invita- 
tion, so call Mary Warner at 
482-8217 or send her your dues if 
you know you haven't paid for 
this year. Don't miss this event! 


+ eB No 


Ct 


NEXT BOARD MEETING DELAYED: 


Board members please note that 

the board meeting for October will 
be delayed one week. It is now 
scheduled for Wed. Oct. 13, 7:30, 
at Mary Warner's house, 510 Roose=- 
velt. Note this on your calendar! 


The beautiful, new 1983 calendars 
will be available at this next 
meeting - Tues. Sept. 28 !! 


NOVEMBER 1982 


NEWSLETTER 


NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, November 23, 1982 | 1220 p.m. 


PLACE: The Hutchinson House (High/Scope) 
at the corner of 
North River and East Forest 


PROGRAM: Mr. Ray Vorce's twelve-minute movie of 
"Ypsilanti in 1928"! DON'f MISS IT! 


Let's forget our troubles for an evening and 
take a ride together into Yposilanti's past. 
Let's make it an evening to reminisce, to re- 
member the old times, and - if you're a new- 
comer to town (say, post 1940!) ~ capture a 
sense of place and time in the town you've 
recently adopted. 


This unique movie will be played twice, with 
& break for refreshments, so we may see the 
film, say what we THINK we saw, and then see 
it again and clarify our first impressions. 


You may remember that two years ago we had a 
Similar program, when Mr. Robert LaRue showed 
his slides of old Ypsilanti, a program which 
draw a large crowd and stimulated lively dis- 
cussion. Now we have for your delight what 
we think is the only classic film of Ypsi- 
lanti/1928, a vintage film of our town as a 
special treat for you in this holiday season! 


CALL ALL THE LIFE=-LONG RESIDENTS YOU KNOW AND 
BRING THEM WITH YOU TO THIS UNIQUE PROGRAM! If 
you need transportation, call Jack Harris at 
485-2155. We want you there! 


REMINDER: This is our Annual Meeting with an 
important election of Board members. 


} Py Coming Soon! 
LEDS The Annual Foundation Christmas Party! 


As in the past, a11 dues-paid members of the Foundation will 
receive an invitation to the party, to be held this year at 
one of Ypsilanti's most elegant homes, an East Side gem, and 
a perfect place for a Christmas party. 


Don't miss this event of the season. If you aren't sure if 
you are paid up, call Mary Warner, 482-8217. If you know 
you haven't paid, send your check now to Mary at 510 Roose- 
velt. Then await a call or card, inviting you to the party. 
If you haven't been contacted by December 10, call Jack 
Harris at 485-2155. We don't want anyone to miss the fun! 


LOUISVILLE 


When the Board of Directors voted unanimously 
in August to send our former president to the 
National Trust Annual Meeting in Louisville, 
they little mew what impact they were making 
on the nation! Jane's going inspired three 
others on the Historic District Commission to 
attend and, with studente and faculty from 
EMU's Historic Preservation program, the 
number of folks in Louisville wearing 
"Ypsilanti" badges shot up an unbelieveable 
15! - the largest representation from any- 
where in the country, with the possible ex- 
ception of New York and Washington. Jane, 
Lis Knibbe, John Van Bolt, and Jack Harris 
attended various sessions on such topics as 
neighborhoods, main street revitalization, 
historic district commissions, and design 
problems. It was a stimulating and inspiring 
meeting, coming at a time when most of us 
were suffering from post-Festival burnout. 
EMU and Ypsilanti were together - as of old - 
in Louisville! 


MAIN STREET COMES TO YPSILANTI 


On November 3 and 4, Ypsilanti business people 
and civic leaders united in an intensive two- 
day series of meetings to discuss downtown 
revitalization. Sponsored by the Downtown 
Development Authority, the program was under 
the direction of Tom Iutz, from the National 
Trust's "Main Street" program in Washington, 
D.C. Inta's central point was that Ypsilanti 
will not have a viable downtown again until 
the community at large decides that it is 
ready to make a total commitment to downtown. 


At the final dinner meeting at Woodruff's 
Grove, Lutz told his large audience that they 


seem "intimidated by some neighbors". He 
expressed astonishment that so many of his 
audience still had doubts about the value of 
an historic preservation program, which to 
him means, essentially, making the most of 
the unique resources that we have. 


He urged the creation of @ new umbrella or- 
genization which would work with objectivity 
and vigor to mobilize the commmnity in mak- 
ing a vital downtown. He noted the need for 
an energetic, young, outside professional who 
would work full time on the project; but 

the ultimate success of the project would 
depend upon an all-out community effort. 


THANK YOU ! 


To all Foundation mem- 
bers, my sincerest 
thanks for your genero- 
sity in making it poss- 
ible for me to go to 
Louisville. We trust 
that what we gained 
from those meetings 
will benefit not only 
those of us who attend- 
ed, but all of us as we 
can share and make use 
of what we learned. 


JIM WESTFALL SENDS 
GREETINGS 


How many of you, if we 
were to have a contest 
for our favorite Heri- 
tage Foundation member, 
would vote for Jim 
Westfall, even though 
we're all a bit jealous 
of his soaking up the 
sun in Florida. Jim 
sends his greetings (& 
his dues!) and we return 
our best wishes & thanks 
to him. How we wish he 
could join us at the 
Christmas party! Who 
will play the piano? 


HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 


Sunday, December 12 
2:00 = 5:00 p.m. 


Museum, 220 N. Huron 


The Ypsilanti High 
School Chamber Singers 
will perforn. 


WELCH HALL ENDANGERED !1} 


If you care about Welch Hall, Eastern Michigan's oldest building 
and its first "Normal Training School", now is the time to speak 
up. If you read the papers, you know that the University is in 
the process of ‘mothballing' the building. Moth balls suggest to 
most of us protection, a means of warding off the enemies of any- 
‘thing we'd like to keep safe. Unfortunately, that's not what is 
happening to Welch. Workmen are dismantling much of the interior 
and shutting off the heat - and anyone who kmows the effects of 
that gesture (the accelerated destruction of the fabric of the 
building, particularly the brick), should be alarmed and deeply 
distressed. Now a large hole has been knocked through an outside 
wall, ostensibly to remove equipment. It seems strange to some 
of us that the University should be destroying its oldest build-~ 
ing at the same time that it is featuring a photograph of Welch 
on the cover of the latest catalog designed to appeal to students. 
(Almost invariably those who design those appealing catalogs use 
the University's few oldest buildings to catch the eye of parent 
and prospective student.) We are told that the building is not 
efficient to operate, yet we see an endless flow of funds being 
sunk into much newer buildings such as Pray-Harrold, where heat- 
ing is a constant problem, where elevators are perpetually break- 
ing down, where new insulated wall have to be built over the 
original, new windows have to be replaced, and leaky roofs have 
to be replaced entirely. Why, then, can't a simple, old- 
fashioned roof be put on Welch and the heat left on low while the 
discussion goes forward as to its future? (It could, for example, 
be a superb image-maker for the University, if its architectural 
and historical significance were touted; if, say, the ground 
floor were to become an exciting modern museum and art gallery, 
and the upper floors were to be executive offices, so conveniently 
near the Union.) Finally, what would become of that favorite 
campus space around Starkweather, bounded as it is by Sherzer, 
Ford, McKenny, and Welch, once the latter were removed? The whole 
courtyard effect of that enclosed space would be shattered and 
Eastern's most charming corner would be exposed to the raw and 
ugly traffic of Cross and Washtenaw. 


WE CANNOT LET SHORTSIGHTEDNESS PREVAIL HERE !! 


Write or call President Porter! If you know a Regent, call!! 


Or write the local newspapers. This is OUR heritage, too - the 
city of Ypsilanti gave the land and mich of the funds for the 
erection of this historic building. We all have, not only a right, 
but a duty to speak up ~- NOW !!! 


The NEW 1983 Heritage 

Foundation CALENDAR 

is now available -~ 
still at $3 


A wonderful Christmas 
gift! 


FOUNDATION LIBRARY - ‘These books have 
been added to the library and are ready 
to go out on loan to any member (call 
Jane Bird, 482~8989): 


Directory of American Preservation 

ommissions 

Landmarks Preservation & the Property Tax 
by David Listokin 

Respectful Rehabilitation, prepared by 
techni cal Preservation Services, 
National Park Service, U.S. Department 
of the Interior 

Historic Preservation Plan, Middletown, 
Ohio 

01d and New Architecture, National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, Society of 


Architectural Historians, American 
Institute of Architects 


Design for the Business District, 
prepared by Robert Hartmann for Racine 


Urban Aesthetics, Ine, 


The following is the fourth of five descriptions of architectural 
styles commonly found in Ypsilanti. They are from a primer of 
historic architecture developed by Jerry Fouchey and Jane Bird for 
the Ypsilanti Public Schools Local History Project. 
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2nd EMPIRE - 1855-1890 


Typical features: Mansard roof 
Dormer windows in the roof 


Slate or metal roof 


The 2nd Empire style of architecture is always recognizable by its very dis- 
tinctive mansard roof. A mansard roof is almost flat on top and almost ver- 
tical on the sides. The mansard roof was named after its original designer, 
the French architect, Francois Mansart (1589-1666). Many mansard roofs are 
pierced by a dazzling variety of dormer windows. These windows are rectang- 
ular, pointed, gabled, round or even arranged in double rows of dormers. 
Slate, which is a thin, flat stone cut into decorative shapes, was often used 


on these steep mansard roofs. 


